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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1  General  

The following report details the results of the archaeological excavation (Licence no. AE/19/81) carried out 

at Derrybuoy, the site of a 19th century pottery (IHR 05404:000:00) between 3 and 28 June 2019 (Fig. 1). 

The excavation forms part of a wider community project ‘Coalisland & East Tyrone: Historical Manufacturing 

Base of Mid Ulster’ which is being delivered by the Lough Neagh Partnership with the support of Queen’s 

University Belfast, Mid Ulster District Council, the Craic Theatre and local businesses and is funded under 

the National Lottery Heritage Fund ‘Great Place Scheme’ with additional financial support from Mid Ulster 

District Council. The wider project explores the rich manufacturing heritage of the region and how this 

industrial development shaped the landscape and influenced generations of the people who live in the 

area. The archaeological excavation forms part of a diverse programme of activities and events such as 

talks, guided walks, drama, conferences, cultural events, public artwork, training courses and work 

placements. 

 

 

Fig. 1: Location of Derrybuoy, Corr townland, Co. Tyrone. The site is 4km south east of Coalisland and 

6km west of Lough Neagh.  

 

The presence of good potting clay in the area was discovered during the excavation of the Coalisland canal 

and the associated re-routing of the River Torrent in the late 18th century. This led to the establishment of 

local potteries who took advantage of the availability of good clay, coal and turf and ready access to the 

canal (Walshe and Dilworth 2012, 37). The Statistical Survey of County Tyrone notes ‘The best pottery in 
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the county, and perhaps in the kingdom, is within a mile of Coalisland, on the road to Verner’s ferry …Here 

are manufactured all sorts of rough crockery ware, fire bricks, and tiles for malt and oat-kilns, of as good a 

quality as any imported’ (1802, 25-26). Enoch Fowler rented the land at Corr townland in 1839 to take 

advantage of these conditions. There are presently no upstanding remains of the pottery or associated 

buildings and the adjacent townland boundary has been levelled with only a shallow dip evident running 

north-west to south east through the field. Historic maps and sources indicate that the pottery was 

operational for around 40 years until 1891, whilst the house continued in occupation into the mid-20th 

century.  

 

Three trenches were opened in total during the excavation which examined the location of a kiln, a drying 

room, clay extraction pit and later buildings. The work facilitated the investigation of an important aspect of 

the manufacturing heritage of the area helping to place this in the wider context of developments in the 

industrial landscape of the region. In addition, the excavation programme provided the opportunity for wide 

participation by undergraduate students, members of the public and school children promoting 

understanding and engagement with the unique heritage of the region. 

 

1.2 Historical background 

A canal was constructed between Lough Neagh and Newry in the mid-18th century primarily to facilitate the 

movement of newly discovered coal deposits from Coalisland to Dublin. Later efforts were made to link the 

coal fields with Lough Neagh and Belfast by canal. As early as 1732 construction had begun to link 

Coalisland and the River Blackwater. Known as The Tyrone Navigation or the Coalisland canal it was not 

in fact completed until 1787, despite only being a short stretch at 4 miles (Fig. 2; McCutcheon 1980, 49). 

During the associated rerouting of the River Torrent, the presence of a deposit of clay suitable for 

manufacturing was discovered. The ball clay occurs in the Oligocene Lough Neagh Group (Arthurs and 

Earls 2004, 267) and its discovery led to the development of a small manufacturing centre in the area 

founded in the rich deposits of clay and coal (Fig. 3-5). 

 

Fowler’s pottery is located within this manufacturing centre, in Corr townland in an area known as 

Derrybuoy, 4km south east of Coalisland and 600m west of the canal. The pottery appears to have been 

in operation for around 40 years in total, between 1839 when the land was first leased by Enoch Fowler 

and 1881-1882 when it was closed by Enoch’s son James Fowler who went to work at a nearby pottery 

owned by the Burns family (see Appendix 1 for report on historic sources compiled by Keith Beattie). A 

newspaper article suggests that the pottery may have closed because the turf on the land was exhausted 

(see Appendix 1, 56), however, a tragedy at the site may also have been a contributing factor. It is 

traditionally believed that James’ son Thomas died in 1878 while working at the pottery. His death certificate 

reports that he died within half an hour of fracturing his skull in an accident. He is believed to have climbed 

into the lower chamber of the pug mill and been fatally injured when the horse, which was harnessed to 

the mill wheel, unexpectedly moved and the mill was set into operation (see Appendix 1, 57).  
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The pottery is not shown on the 1st edition OS map (Fig. 6; 1833), but is depicted on the 2nd edition (Fig. 7; 

1853) as three buildings. The Griffith Valuation also notes land adjacent to the River Torrent which was 

leased by Enoch Fowler and a turbary located to the west of the Corr Road (Fig.8). No feature which is 

obviously a kiln is depicted on any maps. An adjoining parcel of land and a house is leased to Francis 

O’Bryan from Enoch Fowler. By the third edition (Fig. 9; 1906-1907) the pottery is no longer marked. Only 

two buildings are now shown and a small circle is indicated adjoining a field wall. Prior to the excavation it 

was though that this feature was possibly the remains of a kiln or a well (see Appendix 1, 57: a letter from 

William Fowler, c.1901, indicates that William and his father James sunk a draw well on their land in 1890 

which was 19 feet deep).  James lived at Derrybuoy until his death in 1899 and his son William remained 

on the land until James Dilworth became the tenant in 1926. The Dilworth family remain the landowners 

today. 

 

 

Fig. 2: Map of the Coalisland Canal, from McCutcheon 1980, 59, Fig. 25 (2 miles = 3.2km). 
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Fig. 3: Map showing the twenty-eight potteries of all types and periods listed in the Industrial Heritage 

Record, (IHR maintained by the Historic Environment Division, Department for Communities). There is a 

cluster at the south west of Lough Neagh (circled in red).  

 

Fig. 4: Cluster of ten potteries listed in the Industrial Heritage Record close to Coalisland. Fowler’s pottery 

is circled in red.  
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IHR Number TD CO IHR description 

05600:000:00 Curran & Drumaliss Antrim Pottery 

00020:000:00 Derrycaw Armagh Pottery 

00026:000:00 Ardress West Armagh Pottery 

00045:000:00 Derrybrughas Armagh Pottery 

00102:000:00 Corr & Dunavally Armagh Pottery 

00110:000:00 Clonmain Armagh Pottery 

00112:000:00 Derrycrew Armagh Pottery 

03187:000:00 Crossgar Down "Potters Field" 

10592:000:00 Ballymacarrett Down Pottery 

00804:000:00 Bannagh Beg Fermanagh Pottery 

00848:000:00 Rathmore Fermanagh Pottery Works  (Belleek Pottery) 

00886:000:00 Ballindullagh Inward Fermanagh Pottery 

01529:000:00 Glasgort Londonderry Pottery 

01530:000:00 Landagivey Londonderry Pottery 

01532:000:00 Mullaghmore Londonderry Potters Kiln 

01533:000:00 Mullaghmore Londonderry Potters Field  (Now the site of Aghadowey Brickworks) 

02222:000:00 Leitrim Londonderry Pottery 

05110:000:00 Creenagh Tyrone Pottery 

05112:000:00 Creenagh Tyrone Pottery 

05113:000:00 Annaghmore Tyrone Pottery site 

05114:000:00 Corr Tyrone Pottery 

05131:000:00 Gortgonis Tyrone Pottery 

05133:000:00 Brackaville Tyrone Pottery 

05386:000:00 Ballynakilly Tyrone Pottery 

05387:000:00 Ballynakilly Tyrone Pottery 

05388:000:00 Ballynakilly Tyrone Pottery  (The Burnbrae Pottery) 

05396:000:00 Drumenagh Tyrone Pottery 

05404:000:00 Drumcrow Tyrone Pottery 

 

Fig. 5: Potteries listed in the Industrial Heritage Record (IHR maintained by the Historic Environment 

Division, Department for Communities).  
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Fig 6:  Six-inch Ordnance Survey map, first edition (1833). There are no buildings depicted at the site of 

the pottery. 

 

 

Fig. 7: Six-inch Ordnance Survey map, second edition (1853). The pottery is depicted. 
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Fig. 8: Section from the Griffith Valuation relating to Fowler’s pottery. 

 

 

Fig. 9: Six-inch Ordnance Survey map, third edition (1906-1907). The north-easternmost building is no 

longer depicted and there is no longer a ‘pottery’ annotation. 

 

House and land leased 
from Enoch Fowler by 
Francis O’Bryan  

Land leased from Deane 
Mann by Enoch Fowler  

House, offices and land 
leased from Deane Mann by 
Enoch Fowler 

House leased from 
Enoch Fowler by 
James Fowler  

Bog/turbary leased by 
Enoch Fowler (noted 
in revision book) 
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1.3 The coarse earthenware pottery industry in the 18th and 19th centuries 

During the 17th century there was a decrease in the pottery imported to Ireland from continental Europe 

and an increase in wares imported from England. Imports from north Devon in the 17th and 18th centuries 

were common, declining at the end of the 18th century. Black glazed wares from Buckley, Flintshire in 

particular were imported through the late 17th, 18th and 19th centuries, in the form of large jars, basins and 

pans (Meenan 2007, 396, 398-399; McCutcheon and Meenan 2011, 104; Jones 2019, 1; Grant 1983, 101). 

Earthenware tablewares were imported from Staffordshire and increased in popularity through the 18th and 

into the 19th century (Meenan 2007). During this period potters in Ireland were also producing coarse 

earthenwares, like the blackwares from Buckley, as well as glazed red earthenwares and finer earthenware 

tablewares such as delftware and creamware (Meenan 2007, 393-394). There is, however, little available 

information on the coarse earthenware industry (Orser 2006, 80-81; Meenan 2007, 394) and discussions 

of domestic pottery production have often focused on the finer delft and creamware tablewares (Meenan 

2007, 393; Francis 2000; 2001). MacManus argues that ‘the everyday has often been neglected’ in favour 

of the fine wares (1984, 186). Orser too suggests that ‘Irish sources are silent on the process of making, 

firing, transporting and marketing coarse earthenware ceramic vessels’ (2006, 81).  

 

We do know from folk life studies as well as excavations that the coarse earthenware potters were primarily 

producing utilitarian wares, for use in the kitchen and dairy. Vessels for storing and processing food were 

made and earthenware was used for the preservation of foodstuffs, for example for potting, pickling or 

salting (McCutcheon and Meenan 2011, 105).  It seems likely that the large black glazed vessels with the 

heavy rims and horizontal lug-handles in particular were manufactured with these processes in mind 

(McCutcheon and Meenan 2011, 105).  Crocks played a vital role in the processing of milk and butter, an 

important part of the Irish diet into the 20th century (Ó Danachair 1964, 81-86). Ó Danachair notes that the 

milk would have been set in large earthenware pans, and when the cream had risen it was skimmed off 

and put in large crocks until churning day (Ó Danachair 1964, 84). 

 

Much of the information we have about the industry comes from more contemporary sources, descriptions 

of potteries which were operating in the late 19th and early 20th centuries using similar methods and creating 

a range of earthenware pots which would also have been familiar to 17th and 18th century potters. Twentieth 

century descriptions of the Carley’s Bridge and Burnbrae potteries, for example, are informative. The 

Carley’s Bridge pottery was established in 1659 by two brothers who came from Cornwall and set up a 

pottery on the River Urrin outside Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford. It was still being run by the same family in the 

1980s (MacManus 1984, 188). The clay was dug in the summer months, sprayed with water, turned and 

chopped with wooden spades and then was covered with damp sacks and left to weather for as long as 

possible. Winter frosts helped to break down particles and improve plasticity. When the clay had rested it 

was put through the horse drawn pug mill, a churn-like container filled with blades which squeezed and 

pressed the clay to remove air and give the clay strength (Fig. 10). The clay was then ready for the potter’s 

wheel which was traditionally turned by a boy (Fig. 11). At Carley’s Bridge the potter reputedly turned out 

60-80 18-inch pots a day this way (MacManus 1984, 188). Once the pots were thrown on the wheel they 

were moved to the drying shed. The drying shed had free circulation of air and the pots were regularly  
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Fig. 10: A horse-drawn pug mill from William Henry Pyne’s Costume of Great Britain dating to 1808. 

 

 

Fig. 11:  Photograph of the pottery at Carley’s Bridge held by UCD Digital Library (https://digital.ucd.ie/) 

taken by Caoimhín Ó Danachair in 1947.

https://digital.ucd.ie/
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Fig. 12:  Belfast News Letter description of Burn’s pottery in 1931.
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Fig. 13: Derelict Burnbrae pottery, Ballynakilly townland (IHR 5388), images from the McCutcheon archive 

held by the Historic Environment Division, Department for Communities. 
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turned to dry slowly and evenly. The Carley’s Bridge potters also described lighting braziers in the drying 

shed in winter to prevent the pots shattering in frosty conditions (MacManus 1984, 189). The latest kiln at 

Carley’s Bridge was built in 1945 and is a circular beehive down-draught type which holds about 20,000 

pots stacked upside down and one on top of one another. The largest pots were placed at the top were the 

heat was the warmest (MacManus 1984, 189). It took two or three days to stack the kiln before it was 

blocked up with bricks and mortar and the coals were lit in the fire holes around the kiln. The heat was built 

up slowly and evenly over three days, using three or four tons of fuel. Sagger cones were used to gage 

when the correct temperature of 1200° centigrade has been reached. These cones were placed at the top 

of the kiln where it was possible to view them through a firehole. The cones would collapse when the correct 

temperature was reached (MacManus 1984, 189). The kiln was let cool slowly before the pots were 

removed.  

 

A newspaper article described a similar process at Burnbrae pottery in Coalisland in 1931 (Fig. 12). This 

pottery was operated by the Burns family for over 200 years and the derelict remains were photographed 

by McCutcheon in the 1960s (Fig. 13). In the News Letter piece Burns described digging brown clays and 

red clay which were mixed with red sandstone in a horse driven pug mill. Flower pots were turned on a 

wheel at a rate of 48 per hour. After the pots were dried they were fired in a kiln which had eight furnaces, 

with saggars used to separate them. Burns’s pottery were at that time still making crocks, although Burns 

detailed how cream separators and creameries had almost killed the crock trade. Crocks with cream 

coloured interior surfaces were sold and lead-ore and manganese were used to create a black interior 

finish. All of Burns’s business at that time was within the island of Ireland.  

 

There are some indications that the coarse earthenware potteries largely served local markets and it is 

unclear how far vessels were transported for sale. Ó Danachair, for example, observed in the early 20th 

century that crocks, bowls and pans were made by the local potters who sent men about to the fairs and 

markets with a selection of their products (1964, 28-29). Lewis noted a number of coarse earthenware 

potteries that were operating in the early 19th century in his Topographical Dictionary (1837). He remarked 

of a pottery in Youghal that ‘a coarse kind of pottery [was] made for the use of the neighbourhood’ (1837 

II, 727). He also described how ‘coarse pottery is made near Dromahaire and Leitrim, in quantities merely 

sufficient to supply the domestic demand (Lewis 1837 II, 255). Newspaper advertisements do suggest, 

however, that by the late 19th century agents of the Coalisland Pottery Company were selling wares in 

Dublin (Fig. 14 and 15). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 14: Advert for Dublin based agent of the Coalisland Pottery in the Irish Times, 1 April, 1874, 1 
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During recent decades post-medieval pottery kiln sites have been identified during excavations. For 

example, the 18th century sites uncovered at Tuam, Co. Galway (Carey and Meenan 2004), Banagher, Co. 

Offaly (Campbell 2004) and Red Abbey Yard, Cork (Sheehan et al. 2004), the late 17th-early 18th century 

site at the Liberties, Dublin (Frazer 2009), and the post-medieval kiln and drying area excavated at 

Killyneese, Co. Derry (McKee 2015; See Fig. 16). While the kilns themselves have been excavated at 

Tuam, Banagher and Killyneese, the presence of a kiln is suggested at Red Abbey Yard and the Liberties 

by other information including the discovery of large quantities of wasters (McCutcheon and Meenan 2004, 

22; Frazer 2009).  

 

The Tuam kiln is thought to date to the 18th century, was brick built and had a single flue leading to a circular 

domed roofed chamber measuring 1.74m in diameter (Carey and Meenan 2004). Over 1300 sherds of 

mainly glazed milk pans, bowls and jugs were recovered along with straight-sided vessels of uncertain 

function. These vessels were tall and had rim diameters narrower than the base, which in some cases was 

perforated. The excavator suggests they were unlikely to have been used as saggers, given the unusual 

shape and at present their purpose is unclear.  

 

The up-draught kiln at Banagher, Co. Offlay was found to be approximately circular, with an overall 

diameter of 2.4m. The outer wall of limestone boulders and clay had an internal lining of brick forming the 

oven or firing chamber measuring 1.2m in diameter. Three brick-built flues, and a possible fourth, were 

evenly spaced in the circuit around the outer wall (Campbell 2004). Around 2700 sherds of glazed red 

earthenware of general 18th century date were recovered (Meenan 2007, 401) with storage jars and deep 

straight-sided bowls the predominant forms and smaller numbers of jugs, flanged dishes, pipkins, 

flowerpots and roof ridge tiles also found. One possible fragment of a saggar was recovered. The texture 

of the charcoal in the flues suggested that peat may have been used as fuel, rather than wood or coal 

(Campbell 2004). Post-excavation work is ongoing for the kiln excavated at Killyneese, near Maghafelt, 

Co. Derry in 2015, however, the Excavation Bulletin reports the discovery of a post-medieval kiln and drying 

area along with large numbers of pottery sherds, wasters and kiln furniture (McKee 2015).   

 

The excavation of the 18th century pottery kilns at Tuam and Banagher has given some insight into the 

domestic industry but it is interesting to note that by 1837 Lewis identified 24 locations at which coarse 

earthenware pottery was being produced, including Coalisland (See Fig. 16; Lewis 1837; Orser 2006, 75-

76). Clearly there was a sizeable industry in Ireland and it is evident that there is much work still to do in 

understanding it, indeed when summarising the directions for future work in the area of post-medieval 

pottery in 2007, Meenan highlighted further research into local production of earthenware as a priority 

(Meenan 2007, 401-402). Meenan proposed focusing on the potters, their kilns, their clays and the vessels 

that they made whilst also highlighting the need to understand how raw materials were obtained and 

processed as well as identifying the distribution and organisation of the industry (Meenan 2007, 401-402). 

It is hoped that the excavation at Fowler’s pottery and the analysis of the material assemblage recovered 

will go some way to address this. 
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Fig. 15:  Advert for Dublin based agent of the Coalisland Pottery in the Irish Times, 4 April, 1874, 1. 
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Fig. 16:  Location map of 29 coarse earthenware production sites. The location of 24 (in red) were identified 

by Lewis in 1837 (after Lewis 1837; Orser 2004, Fig. 4.1). Marked in green are the locations of other kiln 

sites mentioned in the report (after Sheenan, et al 2004; Carey and Meenan 2004; Frazer 2009; Campbell 

2004; McKee 2015).  
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1.4 Geophysical survey 

A magnetic gradiometery geophysical survey was undertaken by Dr Siobhán McDermott to identify 

anomalies prior to the excavation. It was hoped that the survey might establish the location of the kiln in 

particular. A Geoscan MSP25 Mobile Sensor Platform and Sensys FBM650 single gradiometer was used 

at a traverse interval of 1m and a sample Interval of 0.125m.  This type of survey identifies magnetized 

features such as kilns and hearths as well as in-filled ditches and pits. It does not usually positively identify 

wall foundations. Magnetic surveys are dependent on the surrounding magnetic conditions and are highly 

susceptible to the presence of metal objects and debris. 

 

The data from Fowler’s was magnetically ‘dirty’, it included a lot of dipolar responses behaving in a manner 

one would expect of an industrial site, and not of a rural green field site (Fig. 17).  Five magnetic anomalies 

were identified in particular (Fig. 18-20). One feature was identified which it was thought may be the kiln 

as well as large irregular areas of dipolar response concentrated around the buildings depicted on the 2nd 

and 3rd edition maps which may be related to industrial activity. A liner band of dipolar responses following 

the route of the townland boundary which was infilled within living memory. 

 

 

Fig. 17: Results of the geophysical survey carried out at Fowler’s pottery. 
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ID Description Interpretation 

m_1 Linear band of dipolar responses. Following route of 
townland boundary mapped in 2nd/3rd ed OS. 

Ditch feature backfilled with highly magnetic 
material - waste ceramic and kiln material? 

m_2 Highly magnetic anomaly to the south of the 
townland boundary. 

Buried ferrous material? Located in adjacent 
townland and not part of the pottery 
landholding 

m_3 Kidney-shaped, strong positive anomaly. Measuring 
c. 4m E-W, 3m N-S. Located over position of sub-
circular feature mapped on 3rd Ed OS. 

Possible kiln? 

m_4 Edge of a trapezoid area of dipolar returns. c. 9m N-
S, 18m E-W. In location of roofed structure recorded 
on 2nd Ed OS but removed by 3rd OS. 

Late 19thc house? 

m_5 Irregular areas of dipolar response. Not assoc with 
mapped or aerial features. 

Related to industrial activity? 

Fig. 18: Magnetic anomalies identified during the survey. 

 

 

Fig. 19:  Magnetic anomalies layered with the georeferenced Six-inch Ordnance Survey map, second 

edition (1853).  
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Fig. 20:  Magnetic anomalies and geophysical results.  

 

1.5 Objectives 

The excavation hoped to address a number of specific research questions in line with best practice 

(Historic England 2015) and provide a focus for community participation in archaeology and 

engagement with the industrial heritage of the area. The research questions posed are outlined below.  

 

1. WHAT TECHNOLOGIES WERE USED AT FOWLER’S POTTERY?  

 The Census returns from 1901 and 1911 suggest that the house occupied by the Fowler family at 

that time was constructed from perishable materials for both the walls and roof (Fig. 21). What 

materials were used for building when the pottery was established? How were the buildings 

constructed? 

 How was the clay prepared? Are there features associated with extraction and preparation, such 

as pits, levigation systems, mixing floors or pug mills? What form did they take? McCutcheon 

photographed a disused horse drawn pug mill from nearby Ballynakilly (Fig. 13) and the description 

of James Fowler’s son’s death notes that he climbed into the lower chamber of a horse powered 

pug mill. 

 Is there evidence for other raw materials, such as temper or glaze? How were they processed? 

 How was the pottery manufactured? Were vessels turned or wheel-thrown? 

 What type of products were being made?  Vessels, tiles, pipes, bricks? 

 What type of kilns were used and how were they constructed? How were the kilns fuelled? How 

were the kilns stacked? Were saggers or other kiln furniture used?  
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 How were the vessels fired? Was the atmosphere highly controlled? Were they fired more than 

once? 

 

 

Fig. 21: Census return for the Fowler’s house in 1911. Both the 1901 and 1911 Census indicate that 

the house had walls of ‘mud, wood or other perishable material’ and a roof of ‘thatch, wood or other 

perishable material’.  

 

2. HOW WAS THE POTTERY ORGANISED SPATIALLY? 

 When first mapped, the pottery is shown as three buildings, measuring around 20m x 6m, 15m x 

6m and 13m x 6m. How were these buildings used? What is the extent and layout of the pottery? 

 Which elements were domestic?  

 Where were the pottery vessels made? 

 Where was fuel stored? 

 Where were the raw materials stored and processed?  

 Where were pots placed to dry prior to firing? 

 Where were fired pieces stored? 

 

3. WHAT WAS THE ECONOMIC CONTEXT? 

 What was the scale of the production at Fowler’s pottery? 

 How does this fit into the industry locally and the wider pottery trade? 

  What markets were being served? 

 Can the products from the site be identified in assemblages recovered from consumer sites? 

 

1.6 Archiving 

The written, drawn and photographic archive and the excavated artefactual assemblage will remain 

with the Centre for Community Archaeology during the completion of the post-excavation process. 
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2 THE EXCAVATION 

 

2.1 Site description 

The excavation site lies at the southern boundary of Corr townland in an area known as Derrybuoy, 

4km south east of Coalisland, 600m west of the canal and 6km from the south western shore of Lough 

Neagh. It is located within the Lough Neagh Basin LCA, as defined by the Regional Landscape 

Character Area assessment (NIEA 2015) and is in the area designated ‘Lough Neagh Peatlands’ by 

the NI Landscape Character Assessment (NIEA 2006). The immediate landscape is characterised by 

low lying marshy ground punctuated by small protruding drumlins, with much of the area previously 

worked for peat and now crossed with the old canal, river channels and drainage patterns (NIEA 2006). 

The landscape is underlain by Tertiary Lough Neagh Group and Lower Basalt Formation basalts (ibid.). 

The excavation took place in a large field presently in silage grass, which falls from slightly higher 

ground at the NNE to the now removed boundary with Drumcrow townland at the SSW. No remains of 

the pottery or former dwellings are visible above ground.  

 

2.2  Methodology 

Five potential trenches were proposed prior to the excavation (Fig. 22 and 23). On commencement of 

the excavation, however, it became clear that it would not be feasible to open either Trench 3 or Trench 

5.  Both were located in a lower lying part of the field which was under standing water for the majority 

of the project. Efforts were therefore concentrated in Trenches 1, 2 and 4 (Fig. 24 and Fig. 25). Trench 

1 was located to investigate a magnetic anomaly (m3) and measured 6m x 6m. Trench 2 was set out 

to investigate the long building marked on the Six-inch Ordnance Survey map, second edition (1853). 

Initially a trench 20m x 2m was opened, but as the excavation progressed the trench was expanded to 

measure 22m ENE to WSW and 8m at the widest point NNW to SSE (see Fig. 26). Trench 4 was 

located over a building and initially measured 6m x 2m, but was extended 2m to the NNW and 

consequently measured 8m x 2m.  

 

The trenches were excavated by hand using the standard methodology defined in the Environment and 

Heritage Service Excavations Standards Manual. The principal site records consisted of context sheets, 

supported by photographs, field drawings and field notes. All features were planned prior to and 

following excavation, and section drawings were completed for all features and trenches. The written 

site archive, including matrices, is presented in Appendices 2 – 5. The site code used was FP’19.   
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Trench no. Size Description 

Tr1 6m x 6m  
 

 Investigate magnetic anomaly m3. 

 Establish nature of the feature. Is it a kiln?  

Tr2  
 

20m x 2m  Investigate magnetic anomaly m4 . 

 This is a large building at almost 20m long that is only depicted on the 2nd 

edition OS map. Establish layout of domestic element and identify any 

workshop, pug mill and/or storage sheds. 

 Establish how the building was constructed and what materials were used. 

Tr3  
 

10m x 2m  Investigate magnetic anomaly m1 and m2, the filled in townland boundary 

and highly magnetic anomaly to the south of the townland boundary. 

 Recover material culture relating to pottery production and domestic 

settlement. 

Tr4  
 

6m x 2m  Establish the materials and methods used to construct this building. 

 Determine use or uses of the building.  

Tr5  
 

8m x 2m  This building was occupied into the early 20th century.  

 Establish how the building was constructed and what materials were used. 

Fig. 22: Trenches proposed prior to the excavation. 

 

 

Fig. 23: Trenches proposed prior to the excavation layered with georeferenced Six-inch Ordnance 

Survey map, second edition (1853). Trenches 3 and 5 were in a lower lying part of the field which was 

flooded for most of the excavation. 
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Fig. 24: Trenches investigated during the course of the excavation layered with georeferenced Six-inch 

Ordnance Survey map, second edition (1853).  

  

Fig. 25: Trenches investigated during the course of the excavation layered with 2016 aerial photograph 

raster. 
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Fig. 26: Final Trench 2 lay out. The trench was extended to the west-south-west during the excavation.  

 

2.3 Account of the excavation 

During the excavation five phases of activity were apparent. Phase 1 saw the construction of the kiln 

and drying room and the use of the clay extraction pit in the mid-19th century. This industrial activity 

then ceased while domestic and agricultural activity continued in Phase 2. Phase 3 saw activity in the 

early 20th century until at least the 1930s and possibly a period of abandonment. The final phases 

identified represent the demolition and levelling of the upstanding remains in the 1960s (Phase 4) and 

the subsequent build-up of agricultural soils in Phase 5. Not all phases are represented in each trench 

and the results of the excavation are outlined below by trench. 

 

2.3.1 Trench 1 

Trench 1, measuring 6m x 6m, was located to investigate magnetic anomaly m3 a kidney-shaped, 

strong positive anomaly feature identified during the geophysical survey. The feature corresponded with 

the position of a sub-circular feature mapped on 3rd edition OS map. It was speculated, prior to the 

excavation that this anomaly may be a kiln. The excavation of Trench 1, however, revealed part of a 

clay extraction pit. The location fits well with local information which had suggested that the clay 

extraction pit was close to the townland boundary. The present landowner reported a family tradition of 

a dispute with the Fowler’s when his ancestor accused the Fowler family of undermining his land with 

their clay extraction activities.   

 
 

 

Trench 2 

8m 

4m 

2m 

Trench 4 
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Phase 1 

During Phase 1 a cut (c120/121) was made into the subsoil (c124/103; Fig. 27-29). This cut took up the 

eastern half of the trench measuring 3m-5.4m E-W. It ran beyond the edges of the trench at the N, S 

and W. The cut (c120/121) was backfilled with a dark grey brown clay mottled with yellow grey clay 

(c102). The area of the clay extraction pit (c120/c121) was waterlogged and continually filled with water 

making excavation extremely difficult. Consequently, this feature (c120/c121) was excavated to a depth 

of 0.2m only and the full depth remains undetermined. It was possible, however, to establish that the 

irregular cut had been made by hand, a significant undertaking given its size. Pottery and kiln furniture 

were recovered from the backfill (c102) of the clay extraction pit (c120/c121).  

 

Phase 2 

Once the clay extraction pit had been back filled a number of features were cut into it. A field drain (cut 

c118, fill c119) was inserted, clearly in an attempt to deal with the problem of waterlogging. It measured 

around 0.35m across and extended beyond the trench at the N and S and contained brick and stone 

(Fig. 27 and 29). A further linear feature (cut c116, fill c117) of uncertain function had been cut into the 

fill (c102) of the backfilled clay extraction pit.  

 

A small number of features were also apparent cut into the yellow-orange sandy clay subsoil (c103) at 

the north of the trench. In the NW corner, shallow features (cut c104/fill c105 and cut c122/fill c123) of 

uncertain function were noted. The most prominent feature encountered was the heavily truncated 

remains of an unsubstantial structure in the form of an ‘L’ shaped portion of a foundation cut (c106). 

The surviving remains measured 2.6m long by 0.8m across. The cut was 0.25m across and 0.1m deep. 

This was perhaps the remains of an animal shed or pen. This feature clearly post-dated the clay 

extraction pit as it was partly cut into the backfilled mottled clay (c102). The dark grey brown silt fill 

(c107) of the cut (c106) contained pottery sherds and pieces of slate. This foundation cut (c106) had 

cut through a shallow linear feature (cut c108/ fill c109) and both of these cuts (c106 and c108) had 

been cut through by a pit (c114) which was filled by a dark brown sandy silt (c115) containing black 

glazed pottery sherds and some bricks.  

 

Phase 5 

Topsoil (c101) and sod (c100) had built up across the trench following the Phase 2 ephemeral remains. 

There was no indication stratigraphically of the abandonment (Phase 3) or levelling (Phase 4) activity 

in this trench and following the Phase 2 activity it may have been outside the main area of activity which 

was perhaps centred on the house.  
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Fig. 27: Trench 1, looking south east, showing clay extraction pit cut (c120/c121) and field drain (cut 

c118, fill c119). 

 

 

Fig. 28: Trench 1, looking south, showing subsoil cut features (c104, c122, c106, c108, cc110, c114, 

c120/c121). 
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Fig. 29: Plan of Trench 1. 
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2.3.2  Trench 2 

Trench 2 was located to investigate magnetic anomaly m4 as well as a building which was only depicted 

on the second edition of the ordnance survey six-inch map. Given its absence from the third edition 

map it was postulated that this building was associated with the pottery. It was hoped to establish the 

layout of the building and identify any industrial aspects.  

 

Phase 1 

The remains of a drying room and kiln footprint were uncovered overlying the subsoil (c207, c213, c230, 

c236) in the location encompassed by the building depicted on the six-inch Ordnance Survey map, 

second edition (1853; Fig. 24). The remains of the kiln, had been heavily truncated by Phase 2 activity, 

particularly by the insertion of a cobbled layer (c210, c204, c214, c225) which removed half of the kiln 

footprint. The base of the firing chamber was defined by the burnt orange-red patch (c202) which was 

apparent on removal of the topsoil (c201, c203; Fig. 30-33). This burnt orange-red sandy clay layer 

(c202) was bounded in two places by arcs of bricks (c235 and c253). These arcs of double lines of brick 

(c235 and c253), are the remnants of the firing chamber walls. They would have enclosed a circular 

area measuring 2.6m in diameter. One flue (c211) measuring 0.4-0.5m wide, with a brick lined base 

(c212; Fig. 31), was uncovered at the NW and another flue was suggested at the SW by the spread of 

burnt orange-red sandy clay (c241) emanating from the firing chamber (Fig. 32-33).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 30: Firing chamber wall (c235).                      Fig. 31: Firing chamber wall (c253) and flue  

(c211).
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Fig. 32: Ortho-rectified photograph of Trench 2 produced by Siobhán McDermott using Structure-from-Motion photogrammetery. Showing Phase 1 features, 

the kiln footprint and drying room. 
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Fig. 33: Plan of Trench 2 showing Phase 1 features in black. 
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Fig. 34:  South-south-east facing section of Trench 2.   
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Fig. 35: Brick floor of the drying room (c222) and ceramic lined channels (c255) set within.  

 

Around 3.8m to the ENE of the kiln space for drying pots prior to firing. This space sat at a slightly higher 

level than the kiln (Fig. 34) and it may be that hot air from the kiln was drawn off to circulate around the 

ceramic lined channels which were set into the brick floor of the room. Footings for two parallel walls, 

running NNW-SSE, and set 4.4m apart were uncovered (Fig. 33-34). The stone footing (c209) to the 

WSW was 0.7m wide and extended beyond the edges of the trench at the NNW and SSE. The footing 

(c209) appeared to have provided a base for a sod wall, which was apparent as a fairly sterile grey-

brown sticky clay loam (c218). The stone footing (c234) to the ENE was 0.5m wide and also extended 

beyond the edges of the trench at the NNW and SSE. It (c234) had a stone lined drain, or drip channel 

(c231) to the outside. Within the 4.4m wide space enclosed by the wall footings (c209 and c234) there 

appears to have been a step or slope cut into the natural subsoil, to allow for a raised area at the ENE 

end. This raised area had a brick floor (c222). Individual bricks were only discernible in places and for 

the most part the floor (c222) was apparent as a hard packed homogenous layer of degraded brick. 

Within this brick layer (c222) were set two channels (c255) running perpendicular to and crossing each 

other. These channels were lined with ceramic tiles apparently made for the purpose. The base of the 

channel was flat and the sides vertical with one of the sides continuing in an ‘L’ shape to close the roof 

of the channel (Fig. 35). It is not clear if all of the channel top would have been closed or if gaps would 

have been left to allow hot air to flow.  
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Two discrete areas of pottery waste dumps were discernible and are likely to be derived from the Phase 

1 activity. These dumps have however, been redeposited during Phase 2 activity. One pottery waste 

dump (c221) was located to the NW of the Phase 2 building and the other (c237) was laid down as a 

base for the Phase 2 cobbled surface (c214; Fig. 36).  

 

Phase 2 

It is apparent that the kiln had been reduced to ground level by the time that a building was constructed 

within Trench 2, as depicted on the third edition of the six-inch map (1906-1907; Fig. 36-38). Many 

bricks from the floor and firing chamber walls as well as kiln furniture and abundant pottery sherds were 

found redeposited in Phase 2 and later layers in all trenches. The Phase 2 building covered part of the 

kiln footprint and the cobbled area outside the building had removed the other half of the kiln. 

Subsequent demolition and levelling during Phase 4 has removed almost all traces of the building.  

 

Two parallel wall footings (c243 and c244) of the Phase 2 building were apparent overlying the subsoil. 

The footings run WSW to ENE and are set 4m apart. The wall footing to the NNW (c244) is made up of 

sub-rounded boulders and smaller stones and measures 0.6-0.8m across while the footing to the SSE 

is similarly formed and measures 0.6m across. It seems likely that these formed the stone base of a 

sod wall. No corresponding footing to the ENE was detected. Likely to be contemporary with the building 

and lying outside it immediately to the ENE was a metalled surface (c204/c214). The metalled surface 

(c204/c214) covered an area 5.6m NNW-SSE and 2.2m WSW-ENE and was made up of small sub-

angular stones, fragments of brick and pottery sherds which were overlying and bedded into a layer of 

broken pottery sherds (c237) and light brown loam which contained a lot of degraded mortar (c225). 

The metalled surface (c204/c214) was finished with a ramp or slope at its SSE edge and was bounded 

by a ceramic pipe (c254) at the NNW edge (Fig. 36). Brick lined drains (c223 and cut c238, c224) as 

well as cobbled surface (c245) and rough metalled patch (c242) also appear to be associated with the 

Phase 2 building and metalled surface (c204/c214). A further patch of cobbling (c216) overlay the 

metalled surface (c214) at the SE corner of the trench and a concrete surface (c215) had been laid 

down to the SSE of the wall footing (c243). The concrete surface (c215) abutted the wall footing (c243). 

A concentrated pottery dump (c221) of wasters and broken sherds was uncovered to the rear of the 

Phase 2 building. This material derives from Phase 1 activity, but may have been put down in Phase 2 

in order to create a rough surface to the rear of the building. A circular pit (c250) had been cut through 

this surface (c221 and the rough metalled patch c242). The dark brown loam fill (c251) of the pit (c250) 

was not excavated (Fig. 36). 
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Fig. 36: Plan of Trench 2 showing Phase 2 features in black and ortho-rectified photograph of the pottery dump (c221) at the north west of the trench.    

c221 
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Fig. 37: Trench 2 overlaid with the third edition of the six-inch map (1906-1907) showing the location of 

the house in the trench, corresponding well with the Phase 2 features.  

 

 

Fig. 38: Phase 2 features in Trench 2, looking south.  
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Phase 3  

A number of features and layers are stratigraphically later than the Phase 2 activity (Fig. 34) and may 

relate to a period of abandonment of the Phase 2 house (Fig. 37). A linear cut (c247) was apparent, 

filled by a brown loam (c248). The shallow linear gulley is 2.2m in length and 0.3m wide and cuts the 

Phase 1 layer (c241) and is cut by the Phase 4 plough mark (c227). Dark brown loam (c220) containing 

patches of orange ashy material was recovered at the lowest stratigraphic level in Phase 3 and was not 

fully excavated (Fig. 34). It was overlain by a dark grey-brown sticky loam (c208) 0.08-0.14m thick. This 

layer (c208) also overlay the Phase 2 metalled surface (c214). A dark black-brown loam (c205) with a 

high concentration of charcoal overlaid the dark grey-brown sticky loam (c208). It was up to 0.08m in 

thickness.  These layers (c205 and c208) were bounded by the edge of the metalled surface at the 

WSW and the drying room wall footing (c209) at the ENE suggesting that the Phase 2 building and 

some remains of the drying room were upstanding when these layers (c205 and c208) formed. A sherd 

of white tableware with a potter’s mark indicting a date post 1930s was recovered from the dark black-

brown loam (c205). A pit (c239) was cut through the dark grey-brown sticky loam (c208) at the NNW 

edge of the trench and was filled with a grey clay loam (c240) and redeposited subsoil.  

 

Phase 4 

During Phase 4 all upstanding remains at the site were demolished and levelled by machine, with the 

adjacent townland boundary ditch filled at the time. Local information suggests that this happened in 

the 1960s. A number of contexts were identified which are likely to date to this phase of activity. A dark-

brown gritty loam (c206) overlay the area of the drying room and had a high concentration of degraded 

mortar, stone, brick and pottery sherds (Fig. 39). A large amount of kiln furniture was also recovered 

from this context (c206). The layer survived to a thickness of between 0.04m and 0.24m.  Beneath it 

(c206) was a layer of concentrated degraded mortar (c226) and over lying the rubble layer (c206) at the 

WSW was a dark brown clay loam (c219; Fig. 34). A further layer located at the west of the trench may 

also have been created during the demolition and levelling. The mid-brown silty loam (c217) had a high 

concentration of stones, bricks and domestic artefacts such as jam jars, bottles, metal, pottery, glass 

and shoes, likely to have derived from the Phase 2 building (Fig. 40). This context measured between 

0.03m and 0.14m in thickness. A brown loam (c249) overlying the subsoil at the WSW end of the trench 

may also be derived from the levelling of the Phase 2 building and is possibly associated with the wall 

footings (c243 and c244; Fig. 41). A shallow linear gulley (cut c227, fill c228) measuring 3.75m long 

and 0.24 wide was cut through subsoil and the metalled surface (c214) of Phase 2 and may have been 

cut when the machine demolition and levelling was undertaken during Phase 4.  

 

Phase 5 

Following the demolition and levelling of all upstanding remains as well as the infilling of the townland 

boundary, the area of the former pottery was utilised as part of the dairy farm at Drumcrow. At the time 

of the excavation the field was in silage grass. The sod (c200) and dark brown clay loam topsoil (c201) 

varied in depth from 0.08-0.34m.  
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Fig. 39: Phase 4 demolition layer (c206) overlying Phase 1 drying room floor (c222). 

 

 

Fig. 40: Phase 4 demolition layer (c217)  overlying Phase 2 cobbled layer (c214).

c206 

c217 
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Fig. 41:  Plan of Trench 2 showing Phase 4 features in black. 
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2.3.2 Trench 4 

Trench 4 was orientated NNW-SSE and originally measured 6m by 2m. It was extended to the NNW 

by 2m and as a result measured 8m by 2m. The trench was opened in order to establish what materials 

and methods were used in its construction particularly given the census suggestion that it was 

constructed of sod and thatch. It was also hoped to determine the use of this building and whether it 

served as part of the pottery.  

 

Phase 2 

It was found that the activity in Trench 4 is likely to post-date the life of the pottery (Phase 1). The 

earliest feature is a drip gulley cut (c412) filled by a greyish brown clayey sand (c411) which contained 

a high proportion of large sherds of pottery (Fig. 42-44). It (c412) measured 0.6m long by 0.4m across 

and was 0.24m deep and was undoubtedly associated with a building which would have stood to the 

NNW of it. Also associated with this building are a series of postholes (c406, c415, c417, c419 and 

c413) measuring between 0.16m and 0.42m across and around 0.17-0.3m deep, which seem to 

represent the replacement of a post line aligned WSW-ENE (Fig. 43, 45). There are also the remains 

of stakeholes (c421, c423, c425, c427, c429) measuring 0.08m – 0.14m across and 0.09m – 0.16m 

deep which perhaps form a double line of stakeholes aligned NNW-SSE. These posts and stakeholes 

are perhaps the remnants of animal pens.  

 

Patches of disturbed natural subsoil (c408 and c402) may represent a working level for this Phase 2 

out-building.  Any associated sod or wooden walls have been ploughed out/ removed possibly during 

Phase 4 levelling activity. The ground level to the SSE of the trench is lower and is divided by the wall 

slot (c412) with the ground level lower outside of the building (to the SSE) and higher on the inside of 

the building (to the NNW). At the SSE end of the trench, outside the building there was a feature (c431) 

with one very straight spade cut side measuring 1.68m by 0.9m and 0.31m deep. Extending beyond 

the trench at the WSW, it is likely that this is a sand extraction pit (there are seams of fine white sand 

within the natural subsoil; Fig. 43-44, 46). 

 

 

Fig. 42: Drip gulley cut (c412). 
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Fig. 43: Plan of excavated features in Trench 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 44: East north east facing section of Trench 4.



Fowler’s Pottery, Co. Tyrone, AE/19/81, DSR 132 

 
  

41 

 

 

 

Fig. 45: Postholes and stakeholes in Trench 4. 

 

 

Fig. 46: Sand extraction pit (c431) cut into the subsoil and filled by silty sand (C409), looking west south 

west. 
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Phase 3 

At some point the ground level was evened out by the deposition of a mid brownish-grey silty sand 

which contained patches of orange clayey sand (c409; Fig. 44). This layer (c409) was 0.07m – 0.31m 

thick and capped the Phase 2 features including the fill (c411) of the wall drip gulley cut (c412) and the 

white sand extraction pit (c431). It would seem that a cultivation soil (c404), up to 0.25m thick, then built 

up while the building was in a state of poor repair, perhaps during a period of abandonment. 

 

Phase 4 

As in Trench 2, an episode of demolition and levelling was apparent in Trench 4. This building clearance 

resulted in the deposition of building rubble deposits of brick, mortar and stone (c 403) up to 0.4m thick 

and containing bitumen (c405) and mortar flecked loam (c410; Fig. 43-44, 47).  

 

Phase 5 

During Phase 5 the area investigated by Trench 4 was capped by topsoil (c101) and the sod (c100) 

which varied in thickness from 0.13m to 0.18m and was thicker at the SSE. 

 

 

Fig. 47: Phase 4 deposit of brick, mortar and stone (c 403), looking west south west. 

c403 
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3 DISCUSSION 

The excavation of the pottery at Derrybuoy has been successful in developing understanding of the 

pottery which was run by the Fowler family between 1839 and 1881-1882. It was one of a small group 

of potteries in Coalisland and the surrounding area producing the coarse earthenware vessels that were 

so much a part of everyday life in the 18th and 19th centuries. The work revealed the layout of the pottery 

including the location of a clay extraction pit, the kiln and a formal drying room. Abundant pottery sherds 

were recovered, along with many wasters and kiln furniture.  

 

The kiln 

Although only the footprint survived, the evidence suggests that the kiln may have been of the up-

draught type. The structure had been almost entirely removed and built over by the later building, 

however, the intense heat from firing had left the footprint of the firing chamber in the burnt red clay of 

the subsoil and part of the firing chamber wall in the form of arcs of brick at the north west and south 

east survived. The remnants of the firing chamber walls, now removed, suggest an original diameter of 

around 2.6m for the chamber. The location of two fire boxes could be discerned, at the south and west, 

suggesting that there may originally have been at least four in total. Flues would have led from the 

fireboxes to the underneath of the floor of the firing chamber. The raised floor of the firing chamber was 

made from bricks which had a centrally perforated hole to allow the heat to rise. These fireclay bricks 

were found redeposited in later contexts across the site had a shiny green vitrified surfaces from 

exposure to intense heat (Fig. 48). A similar floor was used in the kiln at Carley’s Bridge (see 

https://cowhousestudios.com/carleys-bridge-pottery/#lightbox[group-173612]/6/). There was no 

evidence of an encircling hovel wall at Fowler’s pottery, however, the second edition of the six-inch map 

suggests that it was enclosed within a building. Although smaller, the remains of the Fowler’s kiln appear 

to be similar in plan to an up-draught beehive type kiln excavated at Buckley and dating to the mid-18th 

– mid-19th century (Lewis’s Pottery, Site 5, Kiln 3; Dodd 2019, 34). The firing chamber at Lewis’s pottery 

had a diameter of 4.1m with six fireboxes and a circular hovel 11.75m in diameter (Fig. 49; Dodd 2019, 

34). 

 

 

Fig. 48: Fireclay brick fragments from the floor of the kiln, redeposited in later contexts. 

https://cowhousestudios.com/carleys-bridge-pottery/#lightbox[group-173612]/6/
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The drying room 

The walls of what appears to have been a drying room were also uncovered during the excavation. The 

brick floor of this room had ceramic lined channels set into it. It may be that hot air from the kiln was 

drawn off to circulate around these channels with the purpose of drying the pots prior to firing. Drying 

spaces have also been identified at Lewis’s pottery, Buckley and at Killyneese, Co. Derry (McKee 2015). 

During the excavation at Lewis’s pottery a drying area was uncovered that had seven rows of edge set 

bricks spaced 0.15-0.2m apart with a clay deposit beneath which showed signs of heating (Fig. 49). 

Dodd suggests that this feature may have formed part of a drying floor where pottery was gradually and 

partially dried before being transferred to the kiln for firing (Dodd 2019, 35).  

 

Clay extraction and other elements of the pottery 

The present landowner recounts a family tradition of a dispute with the Fowler’s which involved his 

ancestor accusing the Fowler family of undermining his land with their clay extraction activities.  This 

had suggested that the clay extraction pit was close to the townland boundary. During the course of the 

excavation a large irregular spade cut feature was partially uncovered in Trench 1 and may be a clay 

extraction pit. The location fits well with local information and was apparently quite an undertaking given 

that the work was carried out without the benefit of machinery. Unfortunately, no evidence of the pug 

mill was uncovered during the course of the geophysical survey or excavation. The census returns for 

the Fowler’s house in 1901 and 1911 indicated that the house had walls of ‘mud, wood or other 

perishable material’ and a roof of ‘thatch, wood or other perishable material’. This was born out by the 

excavation. The drying room walls appeared to be of sod or turf set on to a stone footing of rounded 

boulders and the Phase 2 building too appeared to have been constructed in the same way.   

 

Pottery vessel types 

Analysis of the pottery is yet to be undertaken, however, it appeared from the excavation that large 

utilitarian crocks were the dominant type being made at Fowler’s pottery. Although the dominant vessel 

type, there were also some smaller vessels, shallow dishes and platters recovered. Different types of 

finish were apparent. Blackware vessels which were glazed all over the interior and sometimes on the 

upper part of the exterior were being produced. Glazed red earthenware vessels were also recovered, 

some of which had slip applied in drips and patterns on the interior giving a yellow colour to the 

decoration with a brown colour to the glaze (Fig. 50). Other glazed red earthenware vessels had a slip 

applied to the entire interior surface beneath the glaze resulting in a creamy yellow coloured interior 

(Fig. 51).  

 

Kiln furniture 

Much kiln furniture was recovered from the site, with the most abundant type being arc-shaped spacers 

which had an ‘L’ shaped cross section (Fig. 52). It seems that pots were placed onto these spacers on 

their rims, keeping them lifted off the kiln floor and preventing glazed pots touching each other during 

firing. Pot sherds showed the glaze dripping towards the rim and there are remnants of glaze on these 

arc shaped spacers and scars where pot rims have stuck during firing. Small conical shaped spacers 
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were also recovered and these appear to have been used to prop and separate pots in the kiln. Again 

glaze is often adhered to the upper part of these and there are scars from being removed from the pot 

(Fig. 53). More ad hoc kiln furniture was found in lesser numbers (Fig. 54). These pieces had been 

made by squeezing a piece of clay in the fist to make a rough cylindrical shape. The finger marks and 

prints are still evident in many cases. The arc shaped spacers are made from fireclay like the kiln floor 

bricks, however, the cone shaped spacers and ad hoc pieces are made from the same clay as the pots. 

No saggers were identified during the course of the excavation, however, these may become apparent 

during the analysis of the artefacts.  

 

 

 

Fig. 49: Plan and photographs of Lewis’s Pottery from Dodd 2019, Fig. 15, 16 and 17.  
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Fig. 50: Trailed slip glazed red earthenware. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 51: Slip glazed red earthenware. 
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Fig. 52: Arc shaped spacer with ‘L’ shaped cross-section. 
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Fig. 53: Cone shaped kiln furniture. 
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Fig. 54: ‘Ad hoc’ kiln furniture piece. 

 

 

Conclusion 

The Fowler’s were operating the pottery at Derrybuoy at a time when the local area was a focus for 

industry. This industrial centre allowed potters to take full advantage of the availability of clay with ready 

access to turf and coal for fuel and good transport links through the canal. Although there was a 

production centre based at Coalisland there were also similar potteries operating in at least twenty-four 

locations across the island of Ireland in the 19th century, all against a backdrop of imports of similar 

wares from Buckley, Flintshire. It is difficult to know how far these vessels were being transported from 

Coalisland, certainly to markets in the surrounding areas, but perhaps also possibly to the larger urban 

centres at Belfast and Dublin. Newspaper advertisements suggest that Dublin agents were selling 

Coalisland coarse earthenware pots in Dublin. It Is hoped that the analysis of the pottery assemblage 

recovered at Fowler’s pottery might elucidate these movements further. 

 

The excavation of the pottery site at Derrybuoy was primarily a community project, intended to act as a 

focus for local people to explore the wider manufacturing heritage of the region and raise the profile of 

the rich industrial heritage of the area. To that end, over 125 school children from five local primary 

schools participated in the excavation in addition to Young Archaeology Club members, young adults, 

work experience students, adult volunteers and archaeology undergraduate students from Queen’s 

University Belfast. This is the first excavation of a pottery in this area, which was a centre of potting in 

the 18th and 19th centuries. The work was successful in recovering evidence of the layout of the pottery, 

the technologies used by the Fowler family and the types of vessels made at the site. The post-

excavation process is ongoing with the pottery and kiln furniture yet to undergo full analysis. Analysis 

of this material will allow the nature of the pottery being produced at Fowler’s potter to be characterised 

more fully. Going forward the priority for further work will be to the establish the range of vessel types, 

sizes and finishes produced within what was a relatively short time period of just over 40 years. Once 

this work is undertaken it is anticipated that the full potential of the excavation will be realised helping 

to develop and inform understanding of the industry and related economy.  
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4 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER WORK 

 

4.1 Post-excavation analysis 

Washing and cataloguing of the artefacts is ongoing. It is recommended that a full catalogue of the 

artefacts is completed. Once that process is complete it is recommended that full analysis of the pottery 

is undertaken to establish the quantity recovered as well as determining the range of fabrics, forms and 

vessel sizes made at Fowler’s pottery. It is also recommended that an assessment of the kiln furniture 

is made.  

 

4.2 Publication 

It is determined that a report is completed for an appropriate journal once the analysis of the pottery 

and kiln furniture is complete.   
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APPENDIX 1: FOWLER’S POTTERY, DERRYBUOY, CORR, COALISLAND 

KEITH BEATTIE 
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APPENDIX 1: FOWLER’S POTTERY, DERRYBUOY, CORR, COALISLAND 

KEITH BEATTIE 

 

1 ENOCH FOWLER’S POTTERY IN DERRYBUOY1 

A brief history of Enoch Fowler’s Pottery was published a few years ago in “The Faire Field” 

by James Walshe and Wilfred Dilworth.  Some notes from their work are reproduced below: 

 The Fowler family were from Newry and founded a pottery at Gortgonis beside the newly 

completed Coalisland Canal in c.1760. 

 Enoch Fowler rented the land at Derrybouy from John Cranston in c.1840. The land had 

reserves of high quality potter’s clay at a depth of 12 feet. 

 The clay was raised from a mine shaft and processed by a horse-driven pug mill. 

 Enoch made earthenware crocks which were glazed and fired in a kiln.  The kiln was 

fuelled by turf from the property. 

 The finished pottery was taken to the nearby canal by horse and cart where it was 

loaded onto lighters and transported to market. 

 The land rent was relatively high at £22 per acre and this would have reduced the 

potential for profits. 

 When Enoch died in 1865, his son, Richard, took over. He managed the pottery until 

sometime in the 1870s when the turf was exhausted and they could no longer fuel the 

kilns. 

 When Richard closed the pottery, he went to work for Samuel Burns, earning £1 a week 

as a skilled potter. 

 The death of a worker was a contributing factor to the closure of the pottery. 

Evidence in the land valuation (see below) now suggests that the pottery was taken over by 

another of Enoch’s sons, James Fowler (1832-1899). Richard Fowler is a relative of Enoch 

and it is possible he operated a pottery in the neighbouring townland of Derrymeen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 “The Faire Field” by James Walshe & Wilfred Dilworth, In House Publications, Craigavon, 2012. 
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2 GRIFFITH’S MAP & VALUATION, CO. TYRONE 

First published on 13 July 1860.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lot 

33A  

Lots 33A, 33B, 33C & 34 

 

3 VALUATION REVISIONS 

PRONI Ref. Lot 
no. 

Occupier Landlord Tenement Revision 

VAL.12.B.38.16A 
(1860-1863) 

33Aa Enoch 
Fowler 

Deane Mann House, 
office & land 

 

33B Enoch 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Land  

33C&D Enoch 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Pottery & 
bog (turbary) 

 

33Ba James 
Fowler 

Enoch 
Fowler 

House  

VAL.12.B.38.16B 
(1864-1879) 

33Aa Enoch 
Fowler 

Deane Mann House, 
office & land 

Occupier, 
James Fowler 
1870 

33B Enoch 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Land Occupier, 
James Fowler 
1870 

                                                           
2 Griffith’s Valuation, Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Griffith%27s_Valuation, retrieved 8 April 2019. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Griffith%27s_Valuation
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33- Enoch 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Pottery Occupier, 
James Fowler 
1870 

33D Enoch 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Bog 
(turbary) 

Occupier, 
James Fowler 
1867 

33Ba James 
Fowler 

Enoch 
Fowler 

House Landlord, 
James Fowler 
1867 

VAL.12.B.38.16C 
(1880-1881) 

33Aa James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann House, 
office & land 

 

33B James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Land  

33- James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Pottery  

33D James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Turbary  

33Ba Vacant James 
Fowler 

House  

VAL.12.B.38.16D 
(1882-1896) 

33Aa James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann House, 
office & land 

 

33B James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Land  

33- James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Pottery In 1882, the 
pottery is 
scored out. 

33D James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Turbary  

33BA Vacant James 
Fowler 

House In 1885, the 
house is 
scored out. 

VAL.12.B.38.16E 
(1897-1911) 

33Aa James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann House, 
office & land 

Occupier, Jane 
Fowler 1907 
 
Occupier, 
William Fowler 
1910 

33B James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Land 

33C James 
Fowler 

Deane Mann Turbary 

VAL.12.B.38.16F 
(1912-1923) 

33Aa William 
Fowler 

Deane Mann House, 
office & land 

 

33B 

33C 

VAL.12.B.38.19A 
(1923-1929) 

33Aa William 
Fowler 

Deane Mann House, 
office & land 

Occupier, 
James 
Dilworth, 1926 

33B 

33C 

 

At the time of the first valuation, the Griffith Valuation of 1860, and until the final revision 

record in 1929, the landlord of Lot 34 is Enoch Fowler.  This may be a son of Enoch Fowler 

(1789-1865) who originally owned the lot.  Lieutenant Colonel Deane Mann died in 1894 and 

it is believed that his son, also Deane Mann, inherited the property. 
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4 CIVIL RECORDS3 

Records for the Fowler family history were generously provided by Mr. & Mrs. Jackie Fowler 

of Killyman.  Using this data, and several online sources, a genealogy of the Fowler family 

has been compiled and it is included with this document. 

 

5 BELFAST & ULSTER STREET DIRECTORY4 

As yet, it is unclear why the street directories are inconsistent with the valuations post 1865.  

“R. Fowler” may be Richard Fowler, a relative of Enoch, who lived at Derrymeen. 

 

Year Description 

1852-1865 Fowler, Enoch, earthenware manufacturer, Derryboy 

1870 Fowler, E, earthenware manufacturer, Derryboy 

1877-1900 Fowler, R, earthenware manufacturer, Derryboy 

 

 

6 LAND ACT APPEAL, DUNGANNON, 18845 

In May 1884, James Fowler requested that his landlord, Deane Mann, reduce his rent.  The 

details of the case provide a valuable insight into the story of Fowler’s family pottery 

business.  According to the report from the tribunal: 

 Enoch Fowler began renting three acres of arable land, four acres of bog and an acre of 

meadow in c.1839.  At that time, the rent agreed for the bog was £4 per acre. 

 Fowler used clay from the holding to start a pottery business. He used the meadow to 

feed a horse which was needed for work in the pottery, for example, operating the pug 

mill.  The turf was used to fuel the kiln for the pottery. 

 In 1881, the supply of turf had almost run out and James Fowler decided to close the 

pottery.  Fowler asked that the rent on the acres of exhausted bog he reduced from a 

total of £22 to only £5. The application was refused. 

 

  

                                                           
3 Irish Genealogy, civil records, https://civilrecords.irishgenealogy.ie/churchrecords/civil-search.jsp, retrieved 9 
April 2019. 
4 Public Record Office of Northern Ireland, https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/search-street-directories, 
retrieved 8 April 2019. 
5 Tyrone Constitution, 23 May 1884 

https://civilrecords.irishgenealogy.ie/churchrecords/civil-search.jsp
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/search-street-directories
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7 CORRESPONDENCE FROM BRIAN ANDERSON, CROSSGAR, CO. DOWN, 

JANUARY 20006  

Mr. & Mrs. Jackie Fowler of Killyman shared this correspondence from their distant relative, 

Brian Anderson.  He reported that his maternal great, great uncle, Joseph Fowler, was the 

owner of Fowler’s Mineral Water Firm, Belfast and that Joseph arrived in Belfast with his 

brother, John, in the 1870s. He believed that they were the sons of James Fowler and Jane 

Stewart of Derrybuoy, although no birth record exists to corroborate this.  Mr. Anderson 

shared a transcript of a letter from William Fowler, c.1901, which includes the following 

details: 

 William Fowler’s father, James, had died on 10 January 1899, two years before the 

letter was written. 

 In November 1884, James had agreed the rent for four acres of “cut out moss (the 

black acre)”, three acres of land and another acre of meadow for 15 years with 

Deane Mann. 

 The Fowlers had tried to grow potatoes on the land but it repeatedly flooded and the 

crop was lost. 

 The annual rent was £11 and, as James was unable to pay, his only option was to 

find work as a potter with his neighbour, David Burns. 

 William and his father sunk a draw well on their land in 1890 which was 19 feet deep. 

 

8 ACCIDENTAL DEATH 

It is traditionally believed that Thomas Fowler (1863-1878) died while working at the pottery. 

His death certificate reports that he died on 18 June 1878 within half an hour of fracturing his 

skull in an accident. He is believed to have climbed into the lower chamber of the pug mill 

and been fatally injured when the horse, which was harnessed to the mill wheel, 

unexpectedly moved and the mill was set into operation.  

 

9 ENOCH FOWLER, VANPORT, PENNSYLVANIA 

Enoch Fowler (born c.1821) was the son of Enoch Fowler (1787-1865). Enoch Junior 

emigrated to America in 1848 and eventually started his own successful pottery in Vanport, 

Beaver, Pennsylvania. 

 

The family owned pottery was still in business in the early twentieth century and managed by 

Enoch Junior’s son, Jefferson (born c.1851). 

                                                           
6 Correspondence from Brain Anderson, Crossgar, Downpatrick, January 2000, transcript provided by Mr. & 
Mrs. J. Fowler, Killyman, Co. Tyrone. 
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10 SUMMARY 

Using the information above the following is a suggested summary of Fowler’s Pottery: 

 Enoch Fowler (1789-1865) first rented the land at Derrybuoy, Corr, in 1839 and opened 

a pottery. 

 When Enoch Fowler died in 1865, his son James (1832-1899) continued the business. 

At this time, the landlord was Lieutenant Colonel Deane Mann (1824-1894). 

 Among those working with James in the pottery were his sons Benjamin (a ‘pottery 

mechanic’) and Thomas who died in 1878 following an 

accident in a pug mill. 

 James lived at Derrybuoy until his death in 1899. The 

pottery is believed to have been closed in 1881-1882 

when the supply of turf was exhausted and James 

went to work at another nearby pottery owned by the 

Burns family. 

 James’ son, William (born c.1873), remained on the 

land until James Dilworth became the tenant in 1926. 

 Another branch of the Fowler family ran a successful 

pottery in Beaver, Pennsylvania, USA. 
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APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT LIST 
 

Trench 1 

Context Description 

100 Sod  

101 Topsoil, dark brown clay loam 

102 Dark greyish brown, mottled with yellow clay 

103 Orange yellow sandy clay subsoil 

104 Shallow, kidney-bean shaped cut into subsoil. Filled by c105 

105 Dark grey brown silty loam fill of cut c104 

106 Right-angled narrow cut, filled by c107 

107 Dark grey brown sandy silt. Fill of c106 

108 Linear feature orientated NW/SE. Filled by c109 

109 Mid greyish brown sandy silt. Fill of c108 

110 Cut of linear feature filled by c111 

111 Mid greyish brown sandy silt. Fill of c110 

112 Linear cut, possible ploughmark. Filled by c113 

113 Dark brown silty clay, fill of c112 

114 Pit, filled by c115 

115 Dark brown sandy siltwith charcoal flecks. Fill of c114 

116 Cut filled by c116 

117 Dark brown silty clay fill of c116 

118 Cut for field drain, filled by c119 

119 Mid grey brown silty clay fill of c118 

120 Cut for clay extraction pit 

121 Cut of step feature within clay extraction pit 

122 Cut, filled by c123 

123 Dark grey brown silty clay, fill of c122 

124 Subsoil 

  

Trench 2 

Context Description 

200 Sod layer 

201 Topsoil, dark brown clay loam 

202 Burnt red-orange clay layer enclosed by kiln wall (c235)  

203 Dark brown clay loam layer with high quantities of pottery, base of topsoil 

204 Line of stones at edge of cobbled layer c214, assoc with c210 and c225 

205 Black-brown charcoal rich loam, beneath topsoil (c201, 203) bounded by line of stones c204 
and c209. Contains pottery sherd with mark indicating a post-1930s date 

206 Dark brown clay loam with high proportion of degraded mortar, brick and kiln furniture, 
overlying 'drying room' area 

207 Grey-brown clay loam  at the northern end of trench 

208 Dark grey brown sandy loam, beneath c205 and above the cobbled surface c214 

209 Dry stone footing of 'drying room' wall 

210 Edge of linear cut, running NW-SE through Tr 2,  filled by c225 and associated with cobbled 
layer c214 
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211 Brick base of the kiln flue 

212 Cut for c211 

213 Grey-brown clay loam subsoil at the southern end of trench 

214 Cobbled surface, composed of stone, brick, pottery and kiln furniture 

215 Linear patch of concrete at south east edge of trench 

216 Patch of cobbled/ mettled surface overlying c214 at the east 

217 Mid-brown silty loam midden deposit with occupation debris, to north west corner of trench 
extension. Possibly dumped at rear of a building 

218 Grey brown, sticky clay loam. Base of sod wall, assoc with c209 

219 Grey brown clay loam containing brick and kiln furniture, same as c206 without the 
degraded mortar 

220 Dark brown loamy soil with patches of orange ashy material to south of wall c209. Beneath 
c208 

221 Pottery sherd 'dump' at western corner of trench extension. Contained a lot of fully slip 
glazed pots - creamy yellow in colour, all over interior. Surface was cleaned up but this layer 
was largely unexcavated 

222 Degraded brick layer with ceramic pipes set into it. Floor of 'drying room' 

223 Double line of stone and brick, ?drain. Aligned with the edge of c214, associated with 
cobbled surface? 

224 Linear setting of brick, running approx NW/SE into the S facing section. Fill of c238. 
Possible drain assoc with cobbled surface c214 

225 Light brown silty loam, with high frequency of degraded mortar, fill of c210 

226 Spread of degraded mortar beneath c206 and above degraded brick layer c222 of 'drying 
room' floor 

227 Linear, running N/S through subsoil (c213) and cobbled surface (c214). Filled by c228. 
Possible plough mark 

228 Dark grey brown, silty loam with fragments of coal and clinker. Similar to c205. Fill of 
shallow linear cut c227 

229 Orange brown sticky clay layer at base of possible sod wall c218 

230 Light orange brown clay, possible redeposited natural beneath c222 and c226, may be the 
same as c236 

231 Drain defined by two rows of water rolled stones. May have been capped by slate 

232 Light grey clay loam, beneath possible sod wall c218 

233 Spread of degraded brick, probably washed down from c222. Beneath c226 

234 Line of large stones, possible footing for 'drying room' external wall. Assoc with drain c231 

235 Arc of bricks containing burnt red-orange clay layer (c202). Kiln firing chamber wall. Same 
as c253 

236 Light orange brown clay, possible redeposited natural. May be the same as c230 

237 Pottery sherds and small rubble deposit beneath the cobbles (c214). May be the same as 
c221 

238 Cut for c224 

239 Cut into subsoil, filled by c240 

240 Grey clay loam with redeposited subsoil. Fill of c230 

241 Red clay spread emanating from c202 

242 Rough metalled spread to west of c244 

243 ?Wall footing at east of trench 

244 ?Wall footing at west of trench 

245 Cobbled surface   

246 Black organic peaty layer above c219 

247 Linear gulley filled by c248. Cut by c227 



Fowler’s Pottery, Co. Tyrone, AE/19/81, DSR 132 

 
  

61 

 

248 Brown loam fill of cut c247 

249 Brown loam with flecks of brick and mortar 

250 Pit cut through c221 and c242 and filled by c251 

251 Fill of pit cut c250 

252 Grey clay loam with redeposited orange clay beneath c229 

253 Arc of bricks containing burnt red-orange clay layer (c202). Kiln firing chamber wall. Same 
as c235 

254 Ceramic pipe laid at N edge of cobbled surface c214 

255 Ceramic pipe laid in drying room floor (c222) 

  

Trench 4 

Context Description 

400 Sod 

401 Topsoil, dark brown clay loam 

402 Subsoil 

403 Brick rubble and mortar 

404 Grey brown clay loam   

405 Black clinker 

406 Irregular cut at western end of trench 

407 Dark brown fill of cut c406 

408 Patches of white sand 

409 Mid brown silt 

410 Grey brown clay loam, same as c404 

411 Fill of wall cut c412, pottery rich 

412 Wall cut 

413 Cut for posthole, filled by c414 

414 Fill of posthole c413 

415 Cut for posthole filled by c416 

416 Fill of posthole c415 

417 Cut for posthole filled by c418 

418 Fill of posthole c417 

419 Cut for posthole filled by c420 

420 Fill of posthole c419 

421 Cut for stakehole filled by c422 

422 Fill of stakehole c421 

423 Cut for stakehole filled by c424 

424 Fill of stakehole c423 

425 Cut for stakehole filled by c426 

426 Fill of stakehole c425 

427 Cut for stakehole filled by c428 

428 Fill of stakehole c427 

429 Cut for stakehole filled by c430 

430 Fill of stakehole c429 

431 Sand extraction pit cut 
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APPENDIX 3: MATRICES 
 
Trench 1 
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Trench 2 

 



Fowler’s Pottery, Co. Tyrone, AE/19/81, DSR 132 

 
  

64 

 

Trench 4 
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APPENDIX 4: PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER 
 

Photo No. Trench Description Date 

51 2 Tr 2 from N 04/06/2019 

52 2 Tr 2 from S 04/06/2019 

53-104 2 Photographic record of Tr 2. Clockwise, starting from SW 
corner 

04/06/2019 

105-135 2 Second run, a metre back from the edge of the trench from 
the first one. 

04/06/2019 

136 1 Tr 1 desodding 04/06/2019 

137-142  Finds and finds washing 07/06/2019 

143-145  General view, QUB archaeology banner 07/06/2019 

146  General view of the trenches 07/06/2019 

147-153  Finds and finds washing 07/06/2019 

154-156 1 General cleaning in Tr 1 07/06/2019 

157 4 Desodding 07/06/2019 

158 2 Tr 2 on removal of c203 and 201, looking N 07/06/2019 

159 2 Tr 2 on removal of c203 and 201, looking S 07/06/2019 

160-208 2 Photographic record of Tr 2. Clockwise, starting from NE 
corner 

07/06/2019 

209-216 1 Tr 1 on removal of c101 07/06/2019 

217-251 4 Saturday YAC competition winners 08/06/2019 

252-257 2 General working shots 11/06/2019 

258-261 1 General working shots 11/06/2019 

262 2 General working shot  11/06/2019 

263-285  School visit, Gaelscoil Uí Néill 11/06/2019 

286 1 c102, 116/117 from S 11/06/2019 

287 1 c102, 116/117 from WSW 11/06/2019 

288-289 1 Location of c116, 117 within c102, from S 11/06/2019 

290 1 Location of c116, 117 within c102, from W 11/06/2019 

291-296 2 Southern extension of Tr 2, kiln c202 11/06/2019 

297-365 2 Photographic record of S end of Tr 2, c202 11/06/2019 

366-368 2 Drawing with planning frame 11/06/2019 

369-370  Rob with metalwork find 11/06/2019 

371-373  Kiln furniture from c205 12/06/2019 

374-379  School visit, Stewartstown Primary School 12/06/2019 

380 2 c202, looking S 12/06/2019 

381-382 2 c202, looking E 12/06/2019 

383 2 c202, looking N 12/06/2019 

384-385 2 c202, flue looking E 12/06/2019 

386-388 2 General working shots 12/06/2019 

389-398  School visit, Stewartstown Primary School 12/06/2019 

399-401 2 Kiln furniture in c206 12/06/2019 

403-426  Field trip with James Walshe 12/06/2019 

427-456  School visit, Gaelscoil Uí Néill P7 class 13/06/2019 

459-469  Video footage of students 13/06/2019 
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Photo No. Trench Description Date 

473-480 1 Tr 1 at the point where the excavation stopped. Eight shots 
from SE corner, clockwise, without ranging rods 

13/06/2019 

481 1 Field drain c119, cut c118, western limits within trench, from 
S 

13/06/2019 

482-483 1 Field drain c119, cut c118, western limits within trench, from 
W 

13/06/2019 

484 1 Field drain c119, cut c118, western limits within trench, from 
NW 

13/06/2019 

485-487 1 Showing line of subsoil c103 and field drains c119 (cut c118) 
and c104, c106, c108 and c114, cut into c103 in north of 
trench. From SW, S and NE 

13/06/2019 

488-489 1 Possible foundation trench c106, linear features c108 and 
c110, all cut into c103, from W 

13/06/2019 

490 1 Possible foundation trench c106, linear features c108 and 
c110, all cut into c103, from SW 

13/06/2019 

491-492 1 Possible foundation trench c106, linear features c108 and 
c110, all cut into c103, from E 

13/06/2019 

493-494 1 Possible foundation trench c106, linear features c108 and 
c110, all cut into c103, from SE 

13/06/2019 

495 1 Possible foundation trench c106, linear features c108 and 
c110, all cut into c103, from S 

13/06/2019 

496 1 E facing section with field drain c119, cut c118, from E 13/06/2019 

497 1 S half of E facing section, from E 13/06/2019 

498 1 Detail of field drain, c119, cut c118, from E 13/06/2019 

499 1 S half of E facing section, from E 13/06/2019 

500-501 1 N half of E facing section, from E, also showing c106, c108, 
c114, c103 and c104 

13/06/2019 

502 1 S facing section, from S 13/06/2019 

503 1 W half of S facing section, from S 13/06/2019 

504-506 1 Middle of S facing section, showing cut c114, from S 13/06/2019 

507-508 1 E half of S facing section, from S 13/06/2019 

509 1 W facing section, also shows line of c103 and field drain 
c118/119 

13/06/2019 

510-511 1 N half of W facing section, from W 13/06/2019 

512-513 1 S half of W facing section, from W 13/06/2019 

514-515 1 N facing section, from N 13/06/2019 

516 1 E half of N facing section, from N 13/06/2019 

517 1 W half of N facing section, from N 13/06/2019 

518-519 1 Detail of field drain, c119, cut c118, from E 13/06/2019 

522-536  Videos of site 14/06/2019 

537-542  Finds washing 14/06/2019 

543-557  Videos of site 14/06/2019 

558-559 1 c106 from NE, partially excavated showing slates and base 
of foundation trench 

14/06/2019 

560 1 c106, from SE 14/06/2019 

561 1 c106, detail of most northerly exposed slate 14/06/2019 

562 1 c106, detail of southern exposed slate 14/06/2019 

563 1 c108, 110, 106 from S 14/06/2019 

564 1 c108, 110, 106 from SE 14/06/2019 

565 1 c106, from SE 14/06/2019 
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Photo No. Trench Description Date 

566-567 1 Detail of cut c114 from S 14/06/2019 

568 1 Detail of cut c114 from NW 14/06/2019 

594-602  General working shots, project launch 14/06/2019 

603-605 2 Jack Fowler, descendant of Enoch Fowler digging in Tr 2 14/06/2019 

606-616  School visit, St John's Primary School digging and washing 
finds 

17/06/2019 

618-625 1 Foundation trench c106, mid-excavation, showing slate in 
base, from W, NW, NE, SE, SW, SE, WE 

17/06/2019 

626-630 1 Foundation trench c106, fully excavated, from NW, SW, SE, 
NE 

17/06/2019 

631-642  UAS evening visit 17/06/2019 

643-677  School visit, Edendork Primary School 18/06/2019 

678-681 1 Backfilling Tr 1 18/06/2019 

682 4 Tr 4 after removal of c401, looking W 18/06/2019 

683 4 Tr 4 after removal of c401, looking E 18/06/2019 

684 4 c402, looking S 18/06/2019 

685-686 4 c402, looking W 18/06/2019 

687-689 4 c402, looking E 18/06/2019 

690 4 c402, looking S 18/06/2019 

692-694 1 Levelling the sod 18/06/2019 

695-696 2 Chi and Aaron excavating at the S end of trench, from W 18/06/2019 

697 2 Working shot from E 18/06/2019 

698 2 S end of trench, working shot from E 18/06/2019 

699-700  Cormac teaching the students how to lay out an excavation 
trench, using tapes, from S and E 

18/06/2019 

701-703  School visit, Holy Family Primary School 19/06/2019 

704  Finds washing 19/06/2019 

705-714 2 Working shots 19/06/2019 

715-723 4 School visit, Holy Family Primary School 19/06/2019 

724-729  School visit, Holy Family Primary School 19/06/2019 

730-731 2 c216 overlying surface c214, looking N 19/06/2019 

732 2 c216 overlying c214, looking E 19/06/2019 

735-739 2 Timber and slate bedding under stone surface c216, most 
westerly two thirds of surface removed, from S/E/N/W 

21/06/2019 

740-751 2 Julian Fowler filming 21/06/2019 

752-753 4 Sondage through c404, looking W 21/06/2019 

754 4 Possible base of wall 21/06/2019 

755 4 Sondage through c404, looking E 21/06/2019 

756 4 Possible base of wall and clinker 21/06/2019 

757 4 Possible base of wall 21/06/2019 

758 4 Close up of clinker layer 21/06/2019 

759 4 Possible base of wall, looking W 21/06/2019 

760 2 N end of trench, c207, looking N 21/06/2019 

761-762 2 N end of trench, c207, looking E 21/06/2019 

763 2 N end of trench, c207, looking S 21/06/2019 

764-767  Jackie Fowler and crock 21/06/2019 
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Photo No. Trench Description Date 

768-770 2 c217 overlying c214, looking E 21/06/2019 

771-774 2 General working shot of c202 and c214 21/06/2019 

775-777 4 After removal of stones, showing c405 and c407 24/06/2019 

778-779 4 Pre-ex of c406  and c407 24/06/2019 

780-781 4 N facing section through c407, c406 24/06/2019 

782 4 c405 after removal of c404 and c410, looking S 24/06/2019 

783-784 4 c405 after removal of c404 and c410, looking W 24/06/2019 

785 4 c405 after removal of c404 and c410, looking S 24/06/2019 

786 4 c405 after removal of c404 and c410, from above 24/06/2019 

787-788 4 c405 after removal of c404 and c410, looking W 24/06/2019 

789 4 c405 after removal of c404 and c410, looking E 24/06/2019 

790 4 c405 after removal of c404 and c410, looking S 24/06/2019 

791 4 c405 after removal of c404 and c410, looking W 24/06/2019 

792-795 4 c405 after removal of c404 and c410, looking N 24/06/2019 

796-802 2 General working shots 24/06/2019 

803-805 2 General working shots 25/06/2019 

806-810  Visit by Chairman of the Cookstown Council 25/06/2019 

811 4 Pre-ex of possible stakehole c430 25/06/2019 

812 4 Pre-ex of possible stakeholes c426, c428 25/06/2019 

813 4 Pre-ex of possible stakeholes c422, c424 25/06/2019 

814-815 4 Post-ex of trench, looking E 25/06/2019 

816-819 4 Post-ex of post-holes and stakeholes 25/06/2019 

820 4 N facing section, E end, part 1 25/06/2019 

821 4 N facing section, E end, part 2 25/06/2019 

822 4 N facing section, E end, part 3 25/06/2019 

823 4 N facing section, E end, part 4 25/06/2019 

824-825 4 Post-ex of trench, looking W 25/06/2019 

826-828 4 Post-ex of 'wall-cut' c412 25/06/2019 

829 1 Post-ex of extraction pit cut 25/06/2019 

831 2 Surface of c222, looking E 25/06/2019 

832-833 2 Surface of c222, looking S 25/06/2019 

834 2 Surface of c222, looking W 25/06/2019 

835 2 c224, looking E 25/06/2019 

836 2 c223, looking E 25/06/2019 

837 2 c228, looking W 25/06/2019 

838 2 c202, kiln, looking S 25/06/2019 

839-844 2 Surface of c214, looking E 25/06/2019 

845-846 2 Redeposited clay, c229, at base of sod wall, c218 26/06/2019 

847-857  General working shots 26/06/2019 

858 2 Drain c231, looking E 26/06/2019 

859 2 Wall c234, looking E 26/06/2019 

860-861 2 Surface c222, looking E 26/06/2019 

862 2 Surface c222, looking S 26/06/2019 
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Photo No. Trench Description Date 

863-864 2 Wall c209, looking E 26/06/2019 

865-877 2 East facing section 26/06/2019 

878 2 Wall, c209, looking E 26/06/2019 

879-882  General working shots 26/06/2019 

888-891 2 Brick kiln surround, looking S 28/06/2019 

892 2 Flue, c211, c212, looking E 28/06/2019 

893-896 2 S end of Tr 2, looking SE 28/06/2019 

897 2 Kiln, c202, looking S 28/06/2019 

898 2 c202 and c 241, looking NE 28/06/2019 

899 2 Tr 2, looking W 28/06/2019 

900-901  Group shot 28/06/2019 

902-906 2 E facing section, N end 28/06/2019 

907 2 c234, c236, c231, looking W 28/06/2019 

908 2 c234, c236, c231, looking E 28/06/2019 

909-914 2 Cobbles beneath c222 28/06/2019 

915-926 2 Backfilling Tr 2  28/06/2019 

927  Tr1, looking N 28/06/2019 

928  Tr1, looking E 28/06/2019 

929  Tr 4, looking E 28/06/2019 

930  Tr 4, looking NE 28/06/2019 
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APPENDIX 5: DRAWING REGISTER 
 

Drawing Type Scale Trench Description  

1 Plan 1:20 2 
NE  half of trench after topsoil removal, showing 
c207 and c206 

2 Plan 1:20 2 SW half of trench after topsoil removal 

3a Plan 1:20 1 N half of trench, contexts 101-113 

3b Plan 1:20 1 S half of trench, contexts 101-113 

4 Plan 1:20 1 Post ex, c102, c118 

5 Section 1:10 1 East facing section, c101-120 

6 Section 1:10 1 East facing section, c101, c102, c104, c105 

7 Plan 1:20 1 Plan of N half of trench 

8 Section 1:10 1 SE facing section 

9 Section 1:10 1 NW facing section 

10 Section 1:10 1 SW facing section 

11 Plan 1:20 2 Southern end of trench after topsoil removal 

12 Plan 1:20 2 Southern end of trench after topsoil removal 

13 Plan 1:20 1 Post-ex plan of north side of Tr 1 

14 Plan 1:20 2 Plan of c216 

15 Section 1:10 1 S facing section 

16 Plan 1:20 2 
Plan of W end of trench. c213, c202, c215, c211, 
c223 

17 Plan 1:20 2 Plan of c214 

18 Plan 1:20 2 Plan of c214 

19 Plan 1:20 4 Mid-ex plan 

20 Section 1:10 4 Section through c406/407 

21 Section 1:10 4 North facing section in 3 parts 

22 Plan 1:20 4 Post-ex plan   

23 Plan 1:20 2 On removal of c205, 206, 207 and 208 

24 Section 1:10 2 Northern part of E facing section 

 


