
Pottery…..what’s that?

Pottery is a pot, dish or other article made from clay.

The word “pottery” is also used as the name for the factory 
or workshop where the pottery is made.

This means that POTTERY is made in a POTTERY!



You will be visiting the original site of an old 
pottery workshop at a place called Derrybuoy, 
near Coalisland.  Nothing can be seen today of 
the old pottery and the field looks completely 
empty.

The pottery was owned by the Fowler family 
and they made crocks and flowerpots. The 
Fowler family lived in a small house beside 
their pottery workshop.

The Fowler’s pottery was in business from 
around 1840-1890, during the Victorian 
period.

The Fowler’s Pottery

An old map of Derrybuoy – can you see the Fowler’s pottery?



How did the Fowler family make clay pots?

The Fowler family used the clay found at Derrybuoy
to make crocks and flowerpots.

First of all, the clay would be dug up and put into in a 
machine called a PUG MILL.  This machine mixed the 
clay and got it ready to make the flower pots and 
crocks.

The pug mill was powered by a horse which walked 
in a circle. As the horse walked around, it worked the 
mixer in the pug mill.



How did they make the pots?

When the clay was ready it was given to a POTTER and 
he used it to make the pots and crocks.

When the potter had finished making the clay pots, they 
were still soft and wet and had to be dried out.

They were put into a KILN which FIRED them.

When the pots were taken out of the kiln they had been 
baked in the heat and were hard and ready to use.

Did you know?
A lot of the ground around Coalisland contains clay. As 
well as flower pots and crocks, it was also used to 
make bricks, drainage pipes, chimney pots, tiles, 
kitchenware and ornaments.

A potter at work.

Getting a kiln ready to fire the pots.



What is an archaeologist?

ARCHAEOLOGISTS look for evidence about people 
who lived a long time ago.

They carefully dig in the ground and search for 
clues.

A team of archaeologists from Queen’s University, 
Belfast were digging at Derrybuoy for four weeks 
to see if they could find evidence of the Fowler’s 
pottery.



HERE’S WHAT THE ARCHAEOLOGISTS FOUND.

They found lots and lots of old, broken 
Victorian pottery.

Under the surface of the ground they discovered 
the foundations of an old house and the floor of the 
pottery workshop.  They also found the floor of the 
kiln. In this picture, you can see where the soil has 
turned a different colour because of the intense 
heat from the kiln.


