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EAST TYRONE 
INDUSTRIAL TIMELINE  
 
 

DATE EVENT 

1654 FIRST COAL MINES 
The oldest record of local commercial coal mining was recorded at Derry, Tullyniskan, in a Civil Survey of 1654. In the 
decades which followed, other coal prospectors established mines in the region. 

1732 WORK BEGAN ON THE TYRONE NAVIGATION 
Work commenced on a new canal which was intended to bring coal from Tyrone to Dublin.  The coal would be 
transported on barges (called lighters) and the cargo began its journey at Drumglass, near Dungannon.  The lighters 
would travel along the new canal to Lough Neagh and sail across the lough to link with the Newry Canal.  After reaching 
Newry, the lighters would soon be on the open sea, via Carlingford Lough, and sailing to Dublin. 

1771 FIRST GLASS FACTORY IN IRELAND 
Ireland’s first glass factory was opened at Drumreagh, Newmills.  It was established by Benjamin Edwards, from Bristol, 
and production continued for two years before moving to Belfast.  

1777 DUKART’S CANAL COMPLETED 
An Italian engineer, Davis Dukart, built a section of the Tyrone Navigation between the town of Coalisland and the coal 
pits at Drumglass.  It included an aqueduct at Newmills which carried the lighters over the River Torrent.  The canal was 
split into sections; each section was joined by a sloping platform called a “Dry Hurry” which was used to move the cargo 
up and down hillsides.  The “Dry Hurries” did not work as planned and Dukart’s Canal was abandoned after it was 
finished in 1777. 

1787 THE TYRONE NAVIGATION COMPLETED 
The section of the canal from Coalisland to the River Blackwater was officially opened 55 years after the construction 
began.   

1842 ROAN SPINNING MILLS 
A trade directory published in 1842 provides the earliest report of John & William Stevenson spinning mills, at Roan, 
Brackaville, Coalisland. The mills were bought by the Wilson family in 1857. 
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1848 HIBERNIAN CHEMICAL WORKS  
In February, the foundation stone was laid in Coalisland for one of the earliest chemical factories in Ireland.  After a few 
troubled years, with financial irregularities and a construction accident, the Hibernian Chemical Works began making 
sulphuric acid and soda ash. 

1858 COALISLAND SPADE MILL 
In September, a spade mill at Derry, Gortgonis, was taken over by John Stevenson & Co. The mill had been 
manufacturing spades since the 1830s and had originally belonged to Charles Hardy and later Stewart Lecky. The mill 
remained in the Stevenson family until it closed in 1950. In 1963, the building was moved to the Ulster Folk & Transport 
Museum, Cultra where it can still be seen today. 

1862 DOMESTIC GAS 
George Sloan built the first gas works in the town and it soon provides lighting for street lamps, homes and businesses. 

1868 COALISLAND WEAVING FACTORY 
Production began at Stevenson & Clark Limited with over 200 mechanised looms powered by a steam engine.  It 
became one of the largest employers in Coalisland over the next century. 

1874 ULSTER FIRECLAY WORKS 
Daniel Devlin arrived from Glasgow and started Ulster Fireclay Works in Coalisland. 

1879 THE RAILWAY ARRIVED 
Passenger and freight locomotives connected Coalisland to the Great Northern Railway line.  The shops, businesses and 
markets immediately began to benefit from the improved network. 

1895 CONGO PIT DISASTER 
In December, six men were killed when the Emerald Pit catastrophically flooded.  It was owned by a syndicate based in 
Manchester and four of the casualties had come from England to work at the mine. 

1898 THE ANNAGHER PIT TRAGEDY 
Three men were killed at the Annagher Pit when explosive gas ignited in the mine.  Two fellow workers, Francis O’Neill 
and Thomas McKeena, tried to save their friends and were recognised with prestigious bravery awards by the Royal 
Humane Society. 

TYRONE BRICK 
The Tyrone Brick Company introduced mechanised brick production to this region. 

1904 FIRST DOLL FACTORY IN IRELAND 
In an attempt to create rural employment, a doll factory opened in Stewartstown. 
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1917 STRIKE AT ROAN MILLS 
In May 1917, hundreds of men and women were ‘locked-out’ at Roan Spinning Mills for refusing to accept new pay 
conditions. After seven months, the management reluctantly agreed to new terms with the workers and the mills re-
opened in November.  The mills were purchased by Sir Samuel Kelly in January 1923 for £7,000.  He was forced to close 
them a year later when the textile industry went into a dramatic decline. 

1924 ANNAGHER COLLIERY 
Sir Samuel Kelly’s mine at Annagher was the most modern in Ireland. He built over 100 new homes for workers at 
Newtownkelly and planned to raise 100,000 tonnes of coal each year. The disastrous pit was abandoned in 1927 as it 
had proved impossible to reach the rich coal seams. 

1934 CRATLEY COAL PIT 
From 1934-1937, up to 60 tonnes a day of coal was extracted from the mine in the townland of Lislea, near 
Stewartstown. It was the only operational pit in Northern Ireland at this time. 

1954 COALISLAND CANAL CLOSED 
By the mid-twentieth century, freight was being moved around the country by motor vehicles and railways. The canal 
became overgrown and under used and was eventually closed.  Two years later, the Basin in the centre of Coalisland 
was emptied and filled in. 

1970 DERRY PIT CLOSED 
In 1950, Ulster Fireclay Works opened a mine in Gortnaskea. In 1956, they discovered a rich bed of coal which they 
mined until it became uneconomical in 1970.  This was the last coal mine in Northern Ireland. 

TYRONE CRYSTAL 
Tyrone Crystal brought jobs and income to this area during difficult times. Its decorative glasswork became world famous 
and the factory attracted tourists from across the world. It closed in 2010 as cheaper, low quality, foreign imports took 
over the market. 

1978 WEAVING FACTORY CEASES PRODUCTION 
The factory closed after the premises were severely damaged by arson. It is now the Coalisland Enterprise Centre and 
includes the Coalisland Museum & Heritage Centre. 

1979 CORNMILL CLOSED 
The Cornmill was built in 1907 by Robert Stewart & Sons Limited and was used for storing, mixing and packaging corn. 
After closing in 1979, it was renovated and officially re-opened as a community venue in 1993 by the President of Ireland, 
Mary Robinson. 

 


