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COALISLAND WEAVING FACTORY TIMELINE 

YEAR EVENT 

1868 Production started at the weaving factory owned by John Stevenson and Ledlie 
Clark. 

1886 In March, John Stevenson retired.  Ledlie Clarke took over with his sons John, 
Jackson and Charles. 

In November, the gasometer at the factory exploded, seriously injuring four men.  

1887 In January, Ledlie Clark died. His three sons continued in business together and 
the company kept the name Ledlie Clark and Sons Limited. 

1894 Five horses belonging to the Clark family were accidently poisoned. They were 
buried in a special grave behind the factory. 

1895 In late December, a factory worker called Maggie Hughes drowned on her way to 
work after falling in the Basin. 

1897 In December, John Orme, the first Factory Manager, retired. He was replaced by 
Walter Isherwood. 

1901 Christopher Beatty began working as the next Factory Manager. 

1904 Jackson Clark died of kidney failure, aged 40 years old. 

1907 John Stevenson Clark died of a similar condition, aged 44, leaving Charles to run 
the company. 

1910 A new 200 horse-power engine was installed, made by Messrs Combe Barbour 
Limited of Belfast. 

1922 In June, Charles Clark was declared bankrupt; he died two months later. He was 
the last member of the Clark family involved with the business and the company 
was saved by Christopher Beatty and Sir Samuel Kelly. 

1927 Christopher Beatty became the Managing Director and took over Coalisland 
Weaving Company.  He was later joined by his sons, George and Charles. 

1939 The factory aided the war effort. Textile production was strictly controlled by the 
government and fabric would be marked E.H.S. (Essential Home Service) or M.S. 
(Ministry of Supply). 

1946 Christopher Beatty died, leaving the factory in the control of his sons. 

1951 In September, marking 50 years of the Beatty family’s association with the 
factory, all the workers were taken on a free day excursion to Bray, Co. Wicklow. 

1976 The textile industry was in decline and the factory was forced to reduce 
production. In October, the Combe Barbour engine was switched off for the last 
time. 

1977 A large part of the factory was destroyed by arson. The factory continued 
production, buying unfinished cloth and preparing it for the market. 

1978 In December, a second case of arson caused more damage and production 
ceased. 

1981 The Coalisland & District Development Association purchased the site and agreed 
to preserve what remained of the old factory. 

 


