ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION AT NEWMILLS, 9-20 AUGUST 2021.
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WHAT IS AN ARCHAEOLOGIST?

ARCHAEOLOGISTS look for evidence and
clues about people who lived a long time ago.

They carefully dig in the ground and search for
clues. This is called an archaeological
excavation.

In August 2021, a team of archaeologists from
Queen’s University, Belfast will be coming to
Newmills to do an archaeological excavation
in a field in the village.

Archaeologists from Queen’s University at
work in Derrybuoy, near Coalisland, in 2019.
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WHERE WILL THE ARCHAEOLOGISTS BE DIGGING?

This photograph shows how the field looks in 2021.



WHERE WILL THE ARCHAEOLOGISTS BE DIGGING?

This picture was taken about 50 years ago. In the foreground is a row of
terraced houses. Beside them, is a large building with a high roof. Back in
1834, this large building was being used as a spade mill. Later it became
a corn mill and finally it was the Newmills Co-operative Agricultural & Dairy
Society, which included a saw mill and creamery.

WORD HELP:
Anything which used
a large water wheel
to power machinery
was called a ‘mill’.




WHAT WILL THE ARCHAEOLOGISTS FIND?

WHAT MIGHT THEY MIGHT FIND...

...from the spade mill?

They might dig up bits of metal or broken parts of the old
machinery which was used to make the spades. Watch this
video to discover more about a spade mill.

...from the corn mill?
Maybe the remains of the kiln (a large oven) which was used
to dry the corn.

...from the creamery and saw mill?

A creamery was a place where butter and cheese was made
from milk and they could possibly find pieces of pots or milk
churns. The saw mill cut up tree trunks into planks and there
might be tools or broken equipment.

...from the terrace of houses?

They could discover old items used by the people who lived
there, for example broken plates or pottery, old bottles,
tobacco pipes, cutlery, buttons or coins.



https://vimeo.com/183515267

NEWMILLS IN 1834

This is where
Newmills Primary School
is today.

Ordnance Survey of Ireland, 2"¢ Edition, 1834
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In 1834, there were 20 houses in Newmills, in which approximately 100 people lived. The site of the “Spade Manufactory” is

marked with a red circle on this map. There were other industries in Newmills back then, see if you can find some of evidence of
them on the map:

1. Bleach mills — Newly made cloth was bleached in these mills and was then ready to be sent to factories.

2. Aqueduct — The aqueduct was built in the 1760s and was originally part of an old canal. Barges, also called ‘lighters’
transported coal on the canal from the nearby mines.

3. Reservoirs & Mill Dam — These large pools held water for the bleach mills.



HAVE ARCHAEOLOGISTS BEEN TO NEWMILLS BEFORE?

Yes, they have!

The archaeologists from Queen’s University are very
Interested in the mills and creamery at Newmills and the
exciting items they might find when they dig there in
August 2021.

Looking for the ancient church
However, other archaeologists have excavated in
Newmills before.

In 1863, an old hand-bell was discovered by a farmer by
accident while he was digging in a field in Newmills.
Archaeologists now think that the bell was originally
used during church services hundreds of years ago and
they believe this is important evidence that an ancient
church or monastery was built here long ago.

DORAS or TULLYNISKAN HAND-BELL
The hand-bell is made from copper. Itis 21.3cm
high and 13.5 x 11.4cm wide at the mouth.
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Archaeologist first looked for the ancient church in 1982. Since then, they have visited Newmills several
times to look for more clues.

They haven’t found any trace of the old church building but they have discovered other important
evidence that shows people may have worshiped there 1,400 years ago. They also think the church, and
other buildings, were originally located within an enclosure, surrounded by a deep ditch.

Newmills Primary School is inside the boundaries of this ancient church enclosure. Some archaeologists
even dug a trench in the school grounds back in 2004 but, unfortunately, they found nothing.



QUICK QUIZ!

1. What do archaeologists look for? Find the missing word.
Archaeologists look for e and clues about people who lived a long time ago.

2. In August 2021, archaeologists will be digging in a field in Newmills. What used to be in the field? Look at this
list and tick the correct answers.

Saw mill[] Creamery [] Corn Mill ] Buried treasure ]

Spade mill |:| Theme Park |:| Filling Station |:| Roman Palace |:|

3. Using all the information we’ve given you, including the pictures, please read these sentences and tick if they
are TRUE or FALSE.

» Only boys can be archaeologists. TRUE LI FALSE L|

» Workers lived next door to the spade mill in Newmills. TRUE L] FALSE L|

* Newmills Co-operative Agricultural and Dairy Society made cheese and butter and sawed wood. TRUE LI FALSE

 AKkiln was used to wash the corn in the corn mill. TRUE LI FALSE [



4. What is the average number of people per household living in Newmills in 1834 when the spade mill was
working.

No. of people living in Newmills = Average number of people per household
No. of houses in Newmills

5. When do archaeologists think an ancient church was built in Newmills. Tick the correct box.

600-700AD [] 700-800AD [] 800-900AD []



